
“Education means inspiring someone’s 

mind, not just filling their head.”        

~Katie Lusk 

 

 

        

The Importance of Project-Based Learning 

I hope that you and your family had a terrific February vacation! It was so nice to welcome all of your 

children and their smiling faces back to Loker on Monday. As part of February break, I hope that your 

child had an opportunity to share something about our DEC (Drop Everything and Create) Day that 

occurred at Loker. Inspired by Caine’s Arcade (http://cainesarcade.com/), we had students in all 

classrooms develop a cardboard arcade game which they later played with students from other 

classrooms. The level of enthusiasm and engagement at 

Loker School was contagious and it was so nice to see all of 

the students working really hard with such a unified focus. 

What gets lost sometimes in project-based learning is the 

amount of academics that is actually occurring. From my 

observations on Friday, students in some classrooms wrote 

an engineer statement about why their game would be a 

best seller for a toy company, other students used 

proportional mathematics in determining the point values 

for achieving certain outcomes in their games and all 

students had to clearly articulate the rules of their games so 

that they could be played without any one present to help. I 

also would be short-sighted to not discuss the collaborative 

skills that the students were working on that will be so 

essential in the future. All of this serves as an example of 

why we make project-based learning a priority with our 

instruction in actively constructing the knowledge of the 

students. 
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According to the Buck Institute for Education, project-based 

learning results in many positive outcomes such as: makes 

school more engaging for the students, improves learning by 

helping the students form a deeper understanding of the 

content and a lasting memory of what they learned, builds 

success for college, career and life through creative problem 

solving, working in teams and communicating ideas while 

listening to the perspectives of others and promotes 

educational equity in that it provides real life connections to 

content and builds confidence with the students. Similarly, 

project-based learning makes teaching more enjoyable in that 

they consistently see meaningful learning and students more 

engaged.  

Education certainly has transformed dramatically in the last 

twenty years. Loker School’s maker space lab has symbolically 

placed a focus on this type of practice and it has been very rewarding to see the maker space utilized 

effectively particularly with hands-on science learning. Likewise, our new science program, FOSS (Full 

Option Science System), which is being piloted in grades 3-5 this year and will expand into kindergarten 

through second grade next year, focuses on active learning. This new program is recognized as engaging 

for the students and fully aligned to the new Massachusetts Science and Technology/Engineering 

Curriculum Framework. (http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/scitech/2016-04.pdf) All third through 

fifth grade classroom teachers were trained this fall by FOSS-certified training, Peter Fardig, to prepare us 

for this implementation. For each grade level, there are modules for earth, life and physical science with 

each lesson encompassing an active investigation related to an overarching question or concept. After 

conducting the investigation and recording the results, students are required to utilize their critical 

thinking skills and reflect on their learning both verbally and in writing.  At this point in the school year, 

the teachers appear to be inspired by the new program and more meaningful learning is occurring based 

on the active engagement of the students. Loker School will continue to pursue and increase the amount 

of project-based learning offerings to students such as DEC Day Celebrations, the Invention Convention, 

Biography Project, States Project and STEAM lessons through our Engineering and Design Process. We 

look forward to continuing to see project-based learning grow and evolve! 

On an unrelated note, I wanted to invite you to an upcoming parent coffee on the evening of Tuesday, 

March 20th. Dr. Angela Jones from HRS (Human Relation Services) will speak about building resiliency 

skills in children and the strategies to support this growth from 7:00pm-8:00pm in the Loker cafeteria. As 

part of our PRIDE core values (the P for Personal Best and D for Determination), this topic is a source of 

emphasis within our school community. I hope you can join us. As always, I welcome your feedback on all 

aspects of Loker School. I can be reached at Brian_Jones@wayland.k12.ma.us or at (508) 358-8601.  

Sincerely, 

Brian  

 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/scitech/2016-04.pdf
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SECTION 2      HEALTH ROOM NEWS!  

                                                                  
 

Dear parents, 
 
Please let me know  if your student is ill, has a new medical problem or is coming to school with an 
injury.  If you email the teacher you could cc me as well.  It is helpful so as a team we can best take care 
of your child while they are in our care.  Also, please be aware that if a student has an injury and is 
coming to school with items such as a brace, cast, crutches, or any other medical device we must have a 
note from the doctor which includes direction regarding restrictions for activities such as gym and recess.     
 
 
Attention Parents of 3rd Graders:  
The Massachusetts Department of Public Health School Health regulation requires all students entering 
grade 4 to submit a report of a physical examination that was performed within the last twelve (12) 
months of entering the grade.   If your child has already had their physical, please submit their form as 
soon as possible.  If not, please send as soon as you can after their appointment. Physicals must be dated 
from (August 2017-August 31 2018) and must be received before they start school in September. 
   
Clothing for Winter/Spring Play: 
Please send in an extra clothes with your child as clothing does get wet/damp from playing outside. 
These should be kept in the bottom of their backpack.  Students should continue to have boots available 
for recess on wet, muddy days.  If a change of clothing is not available, a call will be made to parents to 
bring a change to school, this includes dry shoes.  Sitting in wet clothing or shoes becomes a distraction 
and directly impacts the ability to attend to a lesson. 
 
Head Lice – Please check your child! 
Please continue to check your child’s head at home as part of their daily routine. 
Please review the following websites for information and/or call the health room if help is needed. 
www.cdc.gov/lice/head/factsheet.html 
www.headlice.org 
 
 
Thank you, Please contact me with any questions and/or concerns.  
 
Jennifer McLeod, RN 
508-358-8614 
Jennifer_Mcleod@wayland.k12.ma.us  
  

http://www.cdc.gov/lice/head/factsheet.html
http://www.headlice.org/
mailto:Jennifer_Mcleod@wayland.k12.ma.us


Hello, 
The students are busy creating in the art room! 
Enjoy the pictures and please come in to see the 
beautiful work hanging up throughout the 
school! 
Some items that we are collecting: 

 Egg cartons (plastic- dozen and ½ dozen) 
Empty water bottles 

 Toilet paper rolls 

 Paper towel rolls 

 Plastic empty takeout containers 

 Wire hangers 
Thank you, Annie Dempsey , Art Educator Loker 
 

Artist Habits: 
In the Art Room, I like to teach not only new 
techniques, materials and artists but also “Artist 
Habits”. Art is a great tool for teaching life skills. In 
the art room, process is just as important as end 
result. For every project, students follow these 
important steps. 

SKETCH 
PLAN OUT 

CREATE 
ADD DETAIL 

CHECK AGAIN 
TITLE 

ARTIST STATEMENT 
PRESENTATION SHARE 

 

SECTION 3:    NEWS FROM OUR SPECIALISTS 

NEWS FROM THE ART ROOM! 
 

 

 

 

1
ST

& 2
ND

 GRADERS:   

Wayne Thiebaud Donut Pop-Art: In this lesson, students learned about the artwork of Wayne Thiebaud. They 

learned about Pop-Art and used Donuts as their inspiration.  

Winter Landscapes 

The 1st and 2nd graders just finished their winter landscapes. Our inspiration for this project was the nature and 

landscape around us. 



3RD GRADE:  PRINTING AND TIN RELIEF 

The 3rd graders just finished the printing portion for this project. They learned about printing and made a plate.  

For the second portion of this project, they will use their plates to make a tin relief using aluminum foil and colored 

Sharpies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4TH GRADE:  BODIES IN MOTION SCULPTURES   

The 4th graders have been learning about how to draw and sculpt 

the human body in motion. Each 4th grader is using tape, aluminum 

foil and cardboard to make an armature for their sculpture.  

An armature is the base layer of a sculpture. Once they are finished 

they will then cover it with plaster and paint it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4TH GRADE:  BODIES IN MOTION SCULPTURES    (In Progress) 

 

5TH GRADE:  CERAMIC CUPCAKES 

The 5th Graders have been very busy in the art room. They have learned how to draw a realistic eye, they learned 

about the artist, Wayne Thiebaud and made ceramic cupcakes. 

They have worked on handprint designs and will begin a unit on Surrealist Collages! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



BITS AND BYTES FROM THE TECHNOLOGY LAB 

Grade 1 

Students are continuing to use block programming to code with Code.org 

using Code Studio 1 and Hour of Code puzzles within Code.org. They 

continue to develop their critical thinking skills when coding their 

movements and have learned how to create repeats or loops!  

Students have are also learning ways to search online by using the first 

letters of words to locate things on the Internet.  They have used Tumblebooks and Enchanted 

Learning to find book titles and information on animals using this method. 
 

Grade 2: 

As part of our digital citizenship 

curriculum with Common Sense 

Education, students are finishing their own product and creating their version of a website to sell 

their product with ideas we have learned from the websites we visited such as Crayola and Mattel. 
 

Grade 3: Students have been revisiting the keyboarding 

program All The Right Type to learn the home row finger 

placements and start to develop good keyboarding skills.  

We will be taking a benchmark test at the end of the 

month to check in on their accuracy and WPM (words per minute). 

Grade 4:  

The 4th grades classes are using their block programming skills, learned 

from Code.org to program Dash and get their driving license!  They are 

about to begin their research and collecting important facts for their 

green screen states projects using the Do Ink Green Screen App! 

 

Grade 5:  

The 5th grade classes are using their block 

programming skills to learn more about Dash and will 

soon participate in the “Dash Challenge”.  Next, 

students are working on a Digital Citizenship lesson 

from Common Sense Education. They are creating 

digital superheroes that have exemplary attributes and solve digital 

dilemmas in a responsible way.  They will recognize and incorporate issues such as cyber bullying, 

password protection, plagiarism and private information into their creations. 

  



LOKER SCHOOL MUSIC: 
Kindergarten – Kindergarteners have been learning about the 
differences between beat and rhythm through a series of fun 
games and activities, such as the song Engine Engine Number 9 
and Rhythm Pies.  They have also been practicing the skills of solo 
singing and instrument playing through the Valentine’s Day 
themed game Love Somebody.   

1st Grade - First graders have been exploring many different instruments to accompany singing.  A 
favorite was the song Making Valentines, where students used instruments to identify musical form.  They 
also had the chance to learn about our composer of the month Beethoven and listen to some of his 
famous works.  Then, students had to follow a fun cartoon of the composer and listen to small sections of 
the themes to help Beethoven put his music back together in the correct order.  They really enjoyed this 
listening activity!   

2nd Grade - Second graders have been learning about solfege and the musical scale, and used the song 
Rocky Mountain to practice these scales.  They learned an accompaniment part on glockenspiels and 
performed the song.  They also have been working on identifying and writing a variety of quarter and 
eighth notes patterns and learned a fun folk dance called Old Brass Wagon.   

3rd Grade – Third graders have started learning the recorder and have been working extremely hard to 
develop good breath control and tone.  They have learned several different notes, as well as a variety of 
songs such as Hot Cross Buns and other classics.  They had the chance to perform Hot Cross Buns in 
small groups for the class and write peer evaluations on playing technique and tone in order to earn their 
first sticker for their recorder strap!     

4th Grade - Fourth graders have been very enthusiastic about our “Instruments of the Orchestra” unit.  
We had the chance to study each family and individual instrument of the orchestra in depth, learn about 
how they are made and produce sound, and hear examples of what the instruments sound like. We even 
got to perform an experiment and make our own “straw oboes” in order to understand the mechanism and 
resonance of the double reed first hand!      

5th Grade - Fifth grade had the opportunity to explore a variety of music important to American culture, 
such as the music of our armed forces and the Star Spangled Banner.  Students listened to examples of 
the music and learned the history behind how it came to represent our nation.  Along with diving into 
American music, students also got to explore another culture’s music by learning the South African folk 
song Singabahambayo.  This song is sung in the Zulu language, so students learned the meaning behind 
the text and got to perform accompaniment on traditional African percussion instruments.  The students 
can’t wait to get started with the Fifth Grade Play!  

Chorus – The 4-5th grade Loker Chorus had an incredible performance at the annual MLK METCO 50th 
Anniversary Dinner.  The students got to perform as one huge combined chorus with all three elementary 
schools and showed an incredible amount of poise and leadership.  We are preparing for our final 
performance of the year at Wayland Sings on March 14th!  

3rd Grade Strings – 3rd Grade Strings students have made incredible progress with their bows and are 
developing great technique and sound.  We are preparing three pieces for String Jamboree on March 
12th, one of which will be the premiere performance of a piece by composer Steve Laven, Wayland 
resident and renowned musician.  This piece will be performed by all string students 3-12.  Third graders 
are also performing Ode to Joy and the group will be playing melody and harmony parts at the same time.  
It is going to be a fantastic performance!  

SAVE THE DATES: 

String Jamboree- Monday, March 12th at 7:30pm at the Wayland High School Field House 
Band Fest-Tuesday, March 13th at 7:30pm at the Wayland High School Field House 
Wayland Sings- Wednesday, March 14th at 7:30pm at the Wayland High School Field House 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Before I get into my grade-level updates, I wanted to share that our author visit this year will be Matt de la Pena – 
Newbery-winning author of Last Stop on Market Street and Love (which just came out). We are thrilled to have an 
author of his stature visiting our elementary schools and grateful to the PTOs and WPSF for making it possible. Each 
class will attend one of his sessions on Wednesday, March 28. He will also be signing books, so if you have a book 
of his you’d like signed, we can make that happen. Watch the Loker Scoop when it gets closer for more information 
on his visit and the book signing. 

 

The MSLA Bookmark contest has 
concluded and we had 43 Loker students 
submit entries – wow! I am so impressed 
with everyone’s creativity and wish 
everyone luck in the contest. Winners will 
be announced at the end of March.  

Here’s what each grade has been up to so 
far in 2018! More details are also 
available in my weekly updates on my 
blog.  

Kindergarten – January and February have been mostly dedicated to reading and appreciating past Caldecott 
winners. We started off with the wordless book A Ball for Daisy, and continued with They All Saw a Cat, This is Not 
My Hat, and Finding Winnie (Ask your kids which fictional character was inspired by a real bear!). We compared the 
different winners and voted on which was our favorite: This is Not My Hat seemed to be the winner across all 3 
classes. We also previewed Love and colored Valentines for Veterans and will finish up talking about “Just Right” 
books just in time for choosing a book for February vacation.  

1st Grade – We kicked off January with a reading of My Brother Martin, which gave some insight into Martin Luther 
King, Jr. from the perspective of his sister. The rest of the month was focused on reading past Caldecott winners 
and comparing and contrasting them. Books we read included Mr. Wuffles, A Ball for Daisy, Hot Air and Finding 
Winnie (ask your children who the first passengers of the first hot air balloon were!).  As with kindergarten, we 
read Love in anticipation of Matt de la Pena’s visit, and colored Valentines for Veterans.  We will wrap up the 
month by focusing on Black History Month, and highlighting some interesting and inspiring stories from these 
important people.  

2nd Grade – We started off the month reading Martin’s 
Big Words, and talking about how MLK Jr. was able to 
change the world through the power of his words. We 
then shifted into a multi-week unit on the Caldecotts. 
Using this blog as inspiration (it’s a must-read if you 
like keeping up with children’s books!), we conducted 
our own Mock Caldecott Awards.  I narrowed our list 
down to 11 and the overwhelming winner was 
Claymates by Dev Petty. Our final activity was to draw 
a book cover of their favorite title for our new display. 
I think they did a great job!  
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3rd Grade – 3rd grade also started off the month 
with a book and activity about the life of Martin 
Luther King Jr. (A Picture Book of Martin Luther 
King Jr. by David Adler), and then segued into the 
same Mock Caldecott unit that we did in 2nd grade. 
We learned the 4 big questions Caldecott judges 
ask themselves when they are evaluating books 
(see how many your kiddos can remember!) and 
rated our list of book accordingly. Our final activity 
was to create an online graph that showed the 
ratings for each book. They had a lot of fun playing 
with all the different options available through this 
“graph-wizard” site.  

4th grade – In collaboration with Ms. Ciavarro, we 
have been working on research skills to help 4th 
graders in their current immigration project, and also their state project that is coming up after the break. They 
have been getting lots of practice using databases and other research websites to help them answer questions 
about Martin Luther King, Jr. and the country the person they interviewed immigrated from. We also introduced 
the concept of primary sources (see if your child can give you an example of a primary source), and we will be 
revisiting this topic later in the year.  

5th grade – The bulk of 5th grade library time has been spent on researching passion project topics and beginning 
slide creation. We have had several mini-lessons throughout this process, including creating bibliographies, citing 
images used, peer reviewing and public speaking. Students will begin presenting their projects after February 
vacation and I am really excited to watch them share their knowledge and passions with their classmates.   
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I have always loved the Olympics, it's an opportunity to watch incredible athletes from all over the 
world compete in events that we don't always get the chance to see.  I think that the Winter 
Olympics are especially interesting as they happen during school days!  I have always been 
interested in the sport of curling, very much like shuffleboard, but on ice!  All classes have had 
the opportunity to "curl" in the gym.  I created curling stones along with making scoring sections 
of the gymnasium.  Many classes in grades 3-5 had the opportunity to participate in mini-
tournaments.  Students in kindergarten used bean bags, and students in 1st and 2nd voted on 
what they wanted to try.  The vast majority of students voted to try the stones!   
 
The curling stones that we have are frisbees filled with a pound of sand, cardboard tops, with a 
milk jug handle, duct taped to represent a team color.  Older students were taught the proper 
way to score, and we had some tournaments.  The younger students were taught the general 
concepts... but all groups were introduced to the "stones", "house", "button", and "hog line"!!   
 
For the majority of classes, we had a live stream of the Olympics on the gymnasium wall.  I am 
really happy with how everything went, everyone was really engaged!  Over vacation, the USA 
Men's Curling Team won gold, it was really cool to see!   
 
Pictures and videos are available to see at: https://loker-happyhollowpe.blogspot.com/ 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Mr. O’Connor 
 
 
  

https://loker-happyhollowpe.blogspot.com/


 
 
From the Loker Guidance 
Nook:  
 
 
 
Throughout the past few months, Loker students have been expanding their knowledge of a variety of social-
emotional concepts.  Kindergarteners have been learning about the value of waiting, even when it feels really difficult 
to do so!  Different strategies for waiting were presented by the students and discussed by each group.  We have 
some fantastically creative 5 and 6 year olds! 
 
Our first graders were introduced to the Zones of Regulation and ways to self-regulate our bodies and our 
reactions.  Students learned about the different zones (red, green, yellow, and blue), the associated feelings, and the 
most effective methods to adapt and respond to all of the feelings we have.  Ask your first graders about the Mike 
and Sully video clip we watched to identify each of the zones, inquiring about what each of the zones 
represents!  Laughter abounded at the escapades that ensued! 
 
In the second and third grades, the children were presented with scenarios and role-plays in which they were asked 
to identify what the expected and the unexpected responses to particular situations could be.  The concept of, 
"hidden rules," was discussed as we explored how the same reaction in two different situations could either be 
expected or unexpected; for example, yelling, "whoo hoo!' in the middle of a quiet classroom during a lesson is 
unexpected, but doing the same thing at a basketball game in the gym is quite expected.  Students very much 
enjoyed the silly and unexpected examples that were presented! 
 
Fourth and fifth graders were able to explore different scenarios through a game called, "What Would You 
Do?"  Various scenes were presented, generating numerous and thoughtful responses.  Students engaged in role-
plays to present strategies around the ways each of them would best resolve conflicts and problem-solve the 
situations.  Discussions and follow-up conversations around the scenarios provided opportunities for plenty of 
laughing as creative solutions were shared! 
 
All levels were additionally read the book, One.  Though this story is a picture book, students at all levels understood 
the relevance and application of the concepts addressed as the main character experienced bullying.  The feelings 
the main character, the bystanders, and the bully felt were discussed in each grade.  Tools that were utilized by the 
characters in order to address and resolve the bullying were identified by all age-ranges with various examples 
provided by the students.  Each of the classrooms had their own unique insights and conversations around the skills 
and strategies to contend with such situations. 
 
The second half of this school year will present many more opportunities for social-emotional growth!  Spring, here 
we come! 
 

 

 

Laurel Miller Pirelli, MS, CAGS 

School Psychologist and Counselor 

Loker Elementary School 

Wayland, MA 

508.358.8612 

 

tel:(508)%20358-8612

